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in Russia, is the War Minister, Milutin. At his demand
the peace, in which Russia is threatened by no one, has
yet been followed by the mighty preparations which, not-
withstanding the financial sacrifice involved in the war,
have raised the peace footing of the Russian army by 56,-
ooo men, and the footing of the army of the West, which
is kept ready for active service, by about 400,000 men.
These preparations can only be intended as a menace to
Austria or Germany, and the military establishments in
the kingdom of Poland correspond to such a design. The
War Minister has also, in presence of the technical com-
missions,* unreservedly declared that Russia must prepare
for a war "with Europe."

' It it is indubitable that Czar Alexander, without de-
siring the war with Turkey, nevertheless waged it under
if                              stress of Panslavist influence, and if, meanwhile, the same

party has gained in influence in consequence of the greater
and more dangerous impression which the agitation at the
back of it now makes on the mind of the Czar, we may
readily apprehend that it may also succeed in obtaining
Czar Alexander's sanction for further warlike enterprises
on the western frontier. The European difficulties, which
Russia might encounter by the way, have few or no ter-
rors for a minister like Milutin or Makoff, if it is true,
as the Conservatives in Russia fear, that the party of move-
ment, while seeking to involve Russia in grievous wars, is
less concerned to secure Russia's victory over the foreigner
than to bring about an internal revolution.

' In these circumstances I cannot resist the conviction
that in the future, perhaps in the near future, peace is

* Appointed to carry out certain decisions of the Berlin treaty of July
13, 1878.
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